Physician,' said he, 'certainly gave him no mean advantage,
not only in the exercise of his ministry by an acceptable
address and easy admission which men of that profession
everywhere find among persons of any civility; but even
to his understanding of Christian truths and to the appre-
hending the mysteries of faith.

Tor having, as that study directed him, gone orderly over
all the links of that chain by which natural causes are mutu-
ally tied to one another, till he found God the supreme cause
and first mover at the top; having traced the footsteps of
Divine Goodness through all the most minute productions
of His handmaid Nature, and yet finding human reason puz-
zled and at a loss in giving an account of His almighty power
and infinite wisdom in the least and meanest of His works;
with what pious humility must he needs entertain super-
natural truths, when upon trial he had found every the
plainest thing in common nature itself was mystery, and saw
he had as much reason for his believing these proposals of
faith, as he had for trusting the operations of sense, or the
collections of reason itself.

'I know there is an unworthy reproach cast upon this ex-
cellent study that it inclines men to atheism. 'Tis true the
ignorance and corruption of men that profess any of the
three honourable faculties bring scandal upon the faculty
itself. Again, sciolists and half-witted men are those that
discredit any science they meddle with. But he that pre-
tends to the noble skill of physic, and dares to deny that
which doth continually incurrere in sensus, that which in all
his researches and experiments he must meet with at every
turn, I dare to say he is no Physician; or at least that he
doth at once give his profession and his conscience too the
lye.'
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